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Prior to departure from Managua on the evening of Jan. 28, former president Jimmy Carter said his
group successfully negotiated an agreement to expedite the transfer of US congressional funds to
the National Opposition Union (UNO). Next, Carter said additional steps were taken to detect or
prevent problems of intimidation of poll watchers. "Technically, it looks superb. If the problems we
have outlined are corrected, as we have been assured they will be, I think the process will also be
excellent," he said. Carter said that during his three-day visit, the third since he agreed to participate
in monitoring the vote last summer, his group investigated a range of potential irregularities. He
said government leaders were willing to work closely with his group and others to correct and
strengthen procedures. He said the government agreed to provide UN and OAS officials on election
night with two extra copies of the results from each voting place singed by all poll watchers present.
Carter pointed out that UN and OAS officials will use the tallies to conduct independent counts
for all votes cast in the election. The sheets will thus serve as a permanent, verifiable record of the
poll watchers responsible for protecting opposition interests at each polling place. Carter said he
believed the delay in disbursement of US congressional funds to UNO was caused by the sluggish
US bureaucracy and Nicaraguan banking restrictions. He said that government officials have
accepted a special agreement, written and witnessed by Carter, to overcome the remaining barriers
and permit immediate release of the funds. In a separate negotiation, Carter said, the government
had agreed to permit him to add up to eight members of the US Congress to his observation group.
The larger group, he said, would "compensate" for Managua's refusal to grant visas to members of
a special congressional observer mission appointed by President Bush. The Nicaraguan government
argued that such request for visas was outrageous, given Washington's refusal to grant visas to
Nicaraguan officials, US financing of the contra army for several years which demonstrated a lack of
interest in peaceful conflict resolution (such as elections), and Washington's 10 years of attempts to
sabotage Nicaragua's economy and political stability. In brief, said the government, President Bush
lacked "credibility" as arbiter and judge of the Nicaraguan electoral process. Moreover, Nicaraguan
officials asserted that a US endorsement of the legitimacy of the Nicaraguan elections is hardly
desirable, or necessary. Literally thousands of election monitors sponsored by the UN and the
OAS, and a plethora of foreign governments and non-governmental organizations were already
in-country performing monitoring missions, or had scheduled such activities during the electoral
process and the balloting on Feb. 25. Despite the above arguments, the Nicaraguan government
agreed to accept eight additional US congresspersons in Carter's delegation who will be selected in
consultation with President Bush. (Basic data from New York Times, 01/30/90)
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